
Meeting Minutes

Town of Groton, Connecticut 45 Fort Hill Road

Groton, CT 06340-4394

Town Clerk 860-441-6640

Town Manager 

860-441-6630

Town Council Committee of the Whole

Mayor Patrice Granatosky,Councilor David Atwater,  Councilor Conrad F. Heede, Councilor Rachael 

Franco, Councilor Rich Moravsik, Councilor Lian Obrey, Councilor Juliette Parker, Councilor Rita 

Schmidt, and Councilor Joe Zeppieri

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 6:30 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 1

REGULAR MEETING

CALL TO ORDER1.

Mayor Granatosky called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m.

ROLL CALL2.

Members Present: Chairperson Granatosky, Councilor Atwater, Councilor Franco, Councilor Heede, 

Councilor Moravsik, Councilor Obrey, Councilor Parker, Councilor Schmidt and Councilor Zeppieri

Also present were Town Manager John Burt and Assistant to the Town Manager Nicki Bresnyan.

Calendar and Communications3.

Councilors reported on meetings they attended.  Councilor Franco thanked Director of Public 

Works Gary Schneider for arranging a snowplow "ride along" for her.

Approval of Minutes4.

2018-0047 Approval of Minutes (Committee of the Whole

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Town Council Committee of the Whole meeting of February 

13, 2018 are hereby accepted and approved.

A motion was made by Councilor Moravsik, seconded by Councilor Parker, to adopt.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Votes: In Favor: 8 - Chairperson Granatosky, Councilor Atwater, Councilor Franco, Councilor Heede, Councilor 

Moravsik, Councilor Parker, Councilor Schmidt and Councilor Zeppieri

Abstain: 1 - Councilor Obrey

UNFINISHED BUSINESS5.

None.

NEW BUSINESS6.

A motion was made by Councilor Heede, seconded by Councilor Franco, pursuant to Town 

Council Rules Section 7)b), to suspend the Council's rules and allow the Council to consider an 

executive session to discuss the location of the planned middle school.

The motion carried unanimously.

2018-0004 Pending Litigation (2018 Standing Referral)

A motion was made by Councilor Obrey, seconded by Councilor Parker, that the members of the Town 

Council Committee of the Whole, Town Manager John Burt, and Town Attorney Eileen Duggan go into 

executive session at 8:12 p.m. pursuant to General Statutes Section 1-200 (6) (B) for the purpose of 

strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims or pending litigation in reference to the new 

middle school.

The motion carried unanimously
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The executive session ended at 9:05 p.m.

2016-0256 Merritt Property Conversion

A motion was made by Councilor Parker, seconded by Councilor Heede, to postpone action on the 

potential land swap of use restrictions until March 6, 2018 at a special Committee of the Whole meeting 

at 6:00 p.m.

Councilor Obrey explained the purpose for postponing the action.

The motion carried unanimously

2017-0298 Boulder Heights Conservation Easement

Not Discussed

2017-0290 Town Attorney Appointment

Recommended for a Resolution

Councilor Moravsik read the referral memo regarding appointment of the Town Attorney.

A motion was made by Councilor Moravsik, seconded by Councilor Heede, to appoint Eileen Duggan as 

the Town Attorney and other attorneys from the firm of Suisman Shapiro to assist her.

The motion carried unanimously

2018-0057 E-Recording of Documents and Records

A motion was made by Councilor Parker, seconded by Councilor Moravsik, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

Town Clerk Betsy Moukawsher described the project and responded to questions from Town 

Councilors.

The motion carried unanimously

2018-0058 Historic Documents Preservation Grant FY2019

A motion was made by Councilor Franco, seconded by Councilor Atwater, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

Town Clerk Betsy Moukawsher described the grant request for $6,500.

The motion carried unanimously

2018-0055 2018 Rates for Shennecossett Golf Course

Discussed

Director of Parks and Recreation Mark Berry, Golf Course Superintendent Eric Morrison, and 

Golf Professional Todd Goodhue were present.  Annually the Town Council approves the 

Shennecossett Golf Course rates.  Staff met with the Golf Advisory Board and Parks and 

Recreation Commission to develop the recommendation.  Mr. Berry provided a summary of the 

proposed rate changes and responded to questions from Councilors.

A motion was made by Councilor Heede, seconded by Councilor Zeppieri, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried unanimously

2018-0054 Federal Transit Administration Section 5310 Program Grant - Senior Center

Discussed

Director of Parks and Recreation Mark Berry and Senior Center Coordinator Mary Jo Riley 

presented the grant request to cover 80% of the cost for replacement of a 12-passenger 

senior/disabled van.

A motion was made by Councilor Obrey, seconded by Councilor Parker, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried unanimously

2018-0048 Town of Groton Tax Increment Financing Policy
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A motion was made by Councilor Moravsik, seconded by Councilor Heede, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried unanimously

2018-0016 Multijurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

A motion was made by Councilor Atwater, seconded by Councilor Heede, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

In response to Councilor Moravsik's request that the City and Groton Long Point be included in 

the plan report, Director of Planning and Development Jon Reiner responded that Groton Town 

does not do planning in those areas so it is a Council policy issue.  Assistant Director Deb Jones 

noted that there are sections for Groton Long Point, Noank, and the City in the report, but 

applying for FEMA reimbursement is a separate issue.  Councilor Obrey suggested a work session 

to review hazard mitigation needs.  Mayor Granatosky suggested a public education booth at the 

Fall Festival.

The motion carried unanimously

2018-0024 Joint Land Use Study Memorandum of Understanding

Discussed

Councilor Schmidt read the background section from the referral memo.

A motion was made by Councilor Schmidt, seconded by Councilor Franco, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried unanimously

2018-0050 Lease of Town Hall Annex Office Space to Poquonnock Bridge Fire District

Not Discussed

2018-0052 Scheduling of a Public Hearing on the Lease of Town Hall Annex Office Space to 

Poquonnock Bridge Fire District

A motion was made by Chairperson Granatosky, seconded by Councilor Moravsik, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried unanimously

2018-0053 Referral of Lease of Town Hall Annex Office Space to Poquonnock Bridge Fire District to 

the Planning Commission under CGS Section 8-24

A motion was made by Councilor Moravsik, seconded by Councilor Parker, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried unanimously

Consideration of Committee Referral Items as per Town Council Referral List7.

None.

OTHER BUSINESS8.

None.

ADJOURNMENT9.

A motion was made by Councilor Parker, seconded by Councilor Franco, to adjourn the meeting 

at 9:48 p.m.

The motion carried unanimously.
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